Tentative identification of a second central nervous system myelin membrane autoantigen (M2) by a biochemical comparison with the basic protein (BP).
Two central nervous system myelin autoantigens, M2 and basic protein (BP), were examined, using complement-fixing antibodies against each autoantigen as markers on myelin. M2 activity was very labile and very insoluble, PB activity was very resistant. Trypsin reduced both activities an this reduction was greater after phospholipase treatment. Both activities were slightly solubilized in 8 M urea. It is known that BP is not present on the surface of myelin and is considered a peripheral membrane protein. M2 appears to be a surface and integral membrane protein, and as such resembles Folch Pi proteolipid protein. The relationship between M2 and BP requires further study.